INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY-Tuesday/Thursday
SOC 103  SPRING 2016
Kayla Whittle, M.Ed.
Office: 770-683-1338   Cell: 678-633-2185
kayla.whittle@tcslions.org
 T/Th Office: Rm 205
I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A study of the effects of group relations on human behavior with special emphasis on developing a Christian world view.
II.
TEXT:  Henslin, J.M. (2011).  Essentials of sociology: A down to earth approach (11th ed.).  Boston, MA:  Pearson.
III.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

1. Identify the basic concepts and vocabulary of the discipline of sociology.

2. Describe the basic dynamics at work during group interactions.

3. Recognize the fundamental organizations and institutions within American society.

4. Identify the basic components of contemporary American cultures and subcultures.

5. Explain current events in light of their sociological significance.

6. Compare biblical teachings concerning an individual’s relationship to the culture in which he or she resides.

IV. 
STATEMENT OF THE COLLEGE POLICY ON ACADEMIC CONDUCT:

Students are expected to exercise Christian virtues in every area of their lives.  Truth and honesty, integrity, and diligence are encouraged and should characterize the academic conduct of every student at Point University.  Each student is encouraged to engage in honest intellectual effort and ethical behavior in order to achieve the full development of the student's potential.  Therefore, misbehavior in academic matters is considered a serious problem and an affront to the entire college community.

Whenever a faculty member, student, or staff member becomes aware of academic misconduct, that person should report the misbehavior to the course instructor or another appropriate college official.  Examples of academic misconduct include but are not limited to: 

· Plagiarizing - essays, term papers, projects, tests, homework, and other course requirements must be the work of the student submitting them; when an idea or quotation of another is used, it must be appropriately acknowledged with proper citation.

· Cheating on a test or other assignment.

· Unauthorized collaborating - a student shall not receive assistance not authorized by the instructor in the preparation of any assignment; a student shall not knowingly give unauthorized assistance to another person in such preparation.

· Selling, loaning, or sharing a copy of an examination (or information about an examination), whether past or current.

· Providing false or inaccurate information to an instructor or other academic personnel, such as marking an attendance sheet for an absent student.
(continued on next page)

· Altering an academic transcript, grade report, or other College document.

· Disrupting classroom, field trip, advising, or other academic activities, either on or off campus.

· Being rude or disrespectful toward an instructor or fellow-student.

· Misusing advanced technology in class (e.g., a laptop computer for non-class-related purposes).

· Using a cell phone, sleeping, inattentiveness, doing non-class-related work or activity, or other such inappropriate classroom behavior.
Point maintains a university license agreement for an online text matching service called TurnItIn.  At my discretion, I will use the TurnItIn service to determine the originality of student papers.
Academic misconduct is addressed by the instructor of the course in which it occurs.  A professor has the prerogative to take a variety of actions, as appropriate, including but not limited to:  count a student absent; require work to be redone, in whole or part; require additional work; give a lower or failing grade for an assignment or test; require the student to leave a class session; withdraw the student from the course; and/or give an immediate failing grade for the course.
V.
STATEMENT ABOUT ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:  Point is focused on helping students achieve academic success.  The College provides a variety of services to assist students in the Education Resource Center (ER):

· Helping new students adjust to the academic and social demands of college life;
· Offering ACC 098, Strategies for Academic Success, and ACC 099, Academic Accountability, as co-curricular courses;
· Cooperating in placement tests, academic advisement, and course selection of at-risk students;
· Coordinating tutoring services for various academic disciplines;
· Providing support to students at any stage of the writing process;
· Assisting with reasonable accommodations for special-needs students, working with faculty to meet those needs as appropriate; and
· Offering instruction and materials to individuals and groups in topics such as effective time management and study skills.
If you have a documented disability requiring accommodations in this course, please contact Mrs. Kathy David, ADA/504 Coordinator, within the first two weeks of class.
VI.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: A student is expected to attend each meeting of the class in which he is enrolled.  It is the responsibility of the student to contact the professor to make up the work missed during the time away from class.  Students are expected to attend all classes but may be absent a total of 2.5 weeks (5 classes) and still remain enrolled in the class, regardless of the reason for being absent.  After 2.5 weeks of absences plus one, either consecutive or cumulative days, the student will be withdrawn from the class roll and assigned a grade on the basis of work completed at the time of withdrawal unless, because of exceptional circumstances, prior arrangements have been made with the professor and the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  I have the freedom to impose additional penalties for absence or tardiness beyond the general policy stated above.  Such penalties will be assessed according to the terms of the class syllabus.
A student is considered tardy if he/she arrives after the professor begins to take roll; three tardies count as an absence.  The tardy student must notify the professor of his tardiness not later than the beginning of the next regularly scheduled session of that class, or that student will be considered absent.  A student who comes to class after the classroom door is shut or leaves prior to the final ten minutes of class will be counted as absent for the entire class period.

Students who sleep during class will be considered absent.

VII.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  The final grade will be based on a scale as follows:  (grades will not be curved)

90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, Below 60= F

Points are distributed as follows:
              Totals:

a.
Four Tests                        
                    40%
b.
Final exam


                    20%
c.
Attendance/Class Participation                   15%
e.
Semester Project

                    25%
Total



                  100%

Reading Assignments:  All reading assignments should be completed before the class in which the material will be covered.  It will not be possible to cover all of the assigned reading in class; therefore students are encouraged to read all course materials outside of class.  You are responsible for reading the chapters, outlined on the syllabus, even if they are not discussed in class.  

Tests:  Tests will be a combination of multiple choice items and essays.  Test questions will be taken from class lectures, class discussions, videos, and required reading.  Please take note of testing dates on the course outline.

Make-up Tests:  Tests CANNOT be made up without a medical note.  Students who miss a test due to a college activity or sport must make arrangements to take at test at least 48 hours prior to the actual test date.   Any missed tests will be counted as a zero in the student’s final average.  All make-up tests must be taken within one week of the original test date.  Any make-up exam that is allowed (see the above comments) will most likely be a different test.  Make-up exams may address any area of the text for the exam unit and will typically be much harder.  If a student is permitted to make-up the final exam, the content and/or format of the exam may be different from the regularly scheduled final exam and may cover any material from the semester.  Make-up exams may be necessary, but for these reasons, they are highly discouraged.

VIII.
PROJECT:  
The project will be either an individual or group (2-4 members) class presentation and research paper.  The project should address some issue directly related to sociology that is of interest to the individual or group members.  Topics can be drawn from the textbook or other material covered during the semester.  The project is intended to give students the opportunity to share their knowledge using their creative skills. The goal of the project is to share information with your classmates in a creative way.  It should include some type of communication medium, such as a creative video (created by the students), a creative, original drama, a creative powerpoint presentation, creative displays, etc.  Presentations should be 5-7 minutes.


The project has been divided into 2 parts; please refer to the course schedule (end of syllabus) for each due date. The rubric and instructions for this project are attached to your syllabus. 

Please note that this project is a required assignment.  Failure to complete this project will result in a failing grade for the class.
IX.
POLICIES:  A penalty of a ten percent (10%) point reduction (30% max.) will be applied for each day any assignment is overdue.  Assignments will not be accepted beyond three (3) days after the due date.  Missed exams will be recorded as zero points.  No late work will be accepted after the last day of class.

Cell phones/computers:  Please set all cellular telephones and pagers on “quiet” mode when you enter class.  Cell phones should not be out and students are not allowed to text during class.  Students who are texting in class may be asked to leave and will be counted absent for the day.  Students are expected to be attentive in class. Cell phones are not allowed during testing and must be stowed in purses, book bags, or in some other location out of sight.  Having a cellular telephone in view during testing will be considered a form of cheating just as if one had his or her textbook or notes in view during testing.  Laptops, tablets, mp3 players, and headphones are not allowed during class time.  

Classroom Behavior
Classroom courtesy is essential. Students who attend class are motivated to learn and are annoyed when other students engage in disruptive behavior. Cell phones, beepers, chatting with friends, making noise with food and food wrappings, and similar behaviors are annoying and distracting to other students. Please respect the right of each student to hear the lecture and participate in class discussion. Turn off all cell phones and beepers during class (or put them on buzz and sit near the door if a personal emergency requires that you be available to the outside world during class). If you must respond to a call or feel the need to converse with a classmate, please leave the room so that your activities will not disrupt class or interfere with the attention of other students. Student anxiety during an exam increases their sensitivity to noise and distractions. Please be particularly attentive to the effects of your actions and help maintain an appropriate environment during exams.

X.
FINAL EXAM:  The final will be cumulative for the material covered during the semester.  Any student who has made a 90 or higher on all four tests will have the option to exempt the final exam.  Exams are available for review for two weeks after the exam is given.
XI. 
COURSE OUTLINE:  
Please Note: Syllabus is subject to change with notice and some additional readings may be assigned. I appreciate your flexibility as I welcome a new baby during this semester. 
1/12-Syllabus/Course Introduction 
1/14- Course Introduction/Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective 
1/19- Chapter 1:  The Sociological Perspective 
1/21 -Chapter 2:  Culture

1/26- Chapter 2:  Culture

1/28- Chapter 2: Culture

2/2- Chapter 3: Socialization
2/4- Video and discussion:  Secrets of the Wild Child
2/9- Topic and Group Member Submission Due: via email
2/11- Chapter 4: Social Structure and Social Interaction 
2/16- Conduct Social Experiment 
2/18- Send a written response via google docs about your experiment (2/17) 
2/23- Test 1 (Chapters 1-4)
2/25-Chapter 5:  Social Groups and Social Interaction

3/1-Chapter 5:  Social Groups and Social Interaction

3/3- Chapter 6:  Deviance and Social Control
3/8- Chapter 6:  Deviance and Social Control
3/10-Video and Discussion
3/15- Chapter 7:  Global Stratification
3/17- Chapter 7: Global Stratification
3/22- Slavery Past and Present
3/24- Test 2 (Chapters 5-7)
3/29- Part 1 of Semester Project is due
3/31- Chapter 8:  Social Class in the US/Children in Poverty/Race and Ethnicity
4/5- 4/8- Spring Break
4/7-Chapter 9:  Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity
4/12-Chapter 10:  Inequalities of Gender and Age
4/14- Chapter 10: Inequalities of Gender and Age
4/19- Test 3 (Chapters 8-10)
4/21-Class Presentations (Part 2 due on the date of your presentation)
4/26-Class Presentations (Part 2 due on the date of your presentation)
4/28- Chapter 12: Marriage and Family
5/3- Chapter 13:  Education and Religion
5/5- Chapter 14:  Population and Urbanization
5/10- Chapter 15: Social change and environment 
5/12 FINAL EXAM EXTRA CLASS 

Introduction to Sociology Project Part 1 & 2


The written component of this course consists of one creative project designed to build critical thinking skills and practice writing skills, it is split into 2 parts. The projects will allow you to actually do your own research on a sociological topic, analyze the data, and write up your findings.


Part 1 will be a public opinion survey you will develop. You will pick a topic relevant to some sociological concept(s) in your course, develop questions designed to measure these concepts, and hand in your completed questionnaire for a grade. The questionnaire will have around 10 to 12 questions to measure the concepts as well as the demographic questions (age, sex, etc.) The questionnaire must be typed and visually appropriate. You may use an online survey as well … (google forms, survey monkey..etc) 
This project will be worth a possible 50 points.


Topics must be relevant to the particular course you are taking!

Part 2 will involve implementing the questionnaire, gathering your data, analyzing your data, and writing up your findings as a formal research paper. This project will be worth a possible 200 points.


Some criteria for the project include:

· A minimum of 30 completed questionnaires (your sample can be other students, friends, co-workers, family, etc.).

· Calculations of the percentages of the variables (questions/statements). I.e., how many people answered a particular way on a given question.

· Analyze the findings. What did you find?

· Write a 4 page research article describing your findings (specifics below)
Part 2:  Implementation of Survey and Write-up of findings.
This paper should resemble a scientific journal article and include:

1.
Topic (Define a problem)

Your topic must be sociological.  It must be concerned with interactions, relationships, groups, social organizations, or communities.  Explain why you chose this topic.  Why is it important?

2.
Review of the Literature 

Summarize what you have read about the topic.  Feel free to quote your sources, but be sure to set off your quotes with "quotation marks."  This portion of your paper is like a typical library research paper.  You should access the computer online resources. 

Start off your research with your textbook and the references cited therein.  Two sources or references are required.

3.
State Your Hypothesis or Your Research Question 


[1 or 2 sentences]

In this section you must state clearly what it is that you wish to find out.

"Should we have mandatory drug testing for professional athletes?"

"Is there a stigma attached to the disease of AIDS?" 

"Should we have stricter gun-control laws?”

"What are the effects of alcohol abuse in high school?"

"Are professional athletes paid too much?"

"Does television violence stimulates aggressive behavior in children?"

"Should capital punishment be abolished?"

"Is sexual harassment a problem in the work place?"

"Have attitudes toward divorce changed?"

"Are a majority of Americans in favor of drug testing?"

"Should there be stricter penalties for drunken‑drivers?"

"What are people’s attitudes regarding abortion."

4.
Research Method or Design

In this section describe in detail how you collect the information you needed to test your hypothesis or answer your research question.  If you did a survey, how did you choose your population?  How did you select a sample?  Include an unmarked copy of your survey instrument (as an appendix).  How did you measure the key variables of your study (Likert scale)?  

7.
Data Analysis
In this section show me what you found out.  Present the data as clearly and neatly as you can.  Analysis usually means simplification.  Put your numbers into percentages, place them in charts.  Construct graphs and tables.  Look at your textbook or in the American Sociological Review to see how data is displayed.

Most importantly, tell me how your data relates to your hypothesis.  Does it support or not support your hypothesis.  Does it answer or not answer your research question?

8.
Summary and Conclusion

In this section of your paper tell me what you learned in the course of your investigation.  Comment on your intended findings of course, but also, tell me what you learned along the way accidentally.  Advise your reader about how you might suggest a repeat study be done differently.

9.
 It should include some type of communication medium, such as a creative video (created by the students), a creative, original drama, a creative powerpoint presentation, creative displays, etc.  Presentations should be 5-7 minutes.

